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First-tima filmmaker Gabe Bartalos kept his
senity during guerrille shoots in the desert. His
cast, en the other hand...

By MARC SHAPIRO

abe Bartalos likes telling people the basic plot of his direc-
torial debut Skinned Deep. He loves their reactions even
wi more.

“When people ask me what the film is about, I take great
glee in giving them a one-line answer: 'Girl trapped in hell
house with a crazy family.' People roll their eyes and say, “Well,
we've seen that a million times.’ [ tell them they're not going to
say that when they see the movie.”

Bartalos, the veteran makeup and creature creator with
credits including several Frank Henenlotter and Leprechaun
flicks, is talking Skinned Deep (which hits video on Hart Sharp's
Fangoria Presents GoreZone label April 19) during a late-
morning conversation in his Southern California workshop,
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Atlantic West Effects. Earlier, another creature designer of
note, Screaming Mad George, had stopped by for assistance
on a project that Bartalos was more than willing to give. _
This openness to help came back in spades when Bartalos
basically maxed out every credit card he owned and called
in favors to get Skinned Deep before the cameras.

“I've met some awesome people through all my years in the
business,” he says, “and if they weren't available, more impor-
tantly, their stuff was. It was like, *If you're shooting this week-
end, take our dolly,” or, ‘Take all the rain gear you want, just get
it back to us in the same condition.' People really responded to
the fact that I was doing this on my own, and they felt it was a
good canse.”
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